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A community meeting and scenario
enactment by CFA facilitator Jamie
McKenzie held at the Wurdale Hall
in September 2018 brought home
the truth that in an emergency we
may be on our own, particularly in
the initial stages of a major incident.
This event sparked interest for
community led Recovery Planning
for the Wurdale District community.
Since then a group of 8—10 local
people have been meeting regularly
to work on this, with support from
the Red Cross, Surf Coast Shire and
Wurdale Rural Fire Brigade.
A draft plan has been developed which concentrates on the immediate needs and actions AFTER an
emergency event, utilising the skills and experience of the people in our community.

We targeted the need that building better “Community Connections” was a vital first action. This need is
reflected in our vision of the community as connected and recovery motivated. Our aim is to develop a
connected and empowered community supporting best recovery after an emergency event. Studies have
shown that a well-connected community copes with, and recovers better, after such events. In order to do
this we encourage all community members to take part in NEIGHBOUR DAY, where neighbours get together
informally to connect and enjoy each other’s company over a meal or cuppa.
NEIGHBOUR DAY is held the last weekend in March each year, so for 2020 it is Sunday 29th March.
On Thursday March 5th we will hold our next Wurdale Community Recovery Group meeting at the Wurdale
Hall and everyone is welcome. We will be providing more details about NEIGHBOUR DAY and will present the
Wurdale Community Recovery Plan.
If you are interested in attending the Wurdale Community Recovery Meeting please contact Callum Fairnie by
email fairnie@gmail.com or phone 0428343601.

www.neighbourday.org

The Wurdale Community encompasses Wurdi Boluc, Wensleydale, Gherang and parts of Winchelsea South,
Bambra and Winchelsea. There are approximately 900 people in a total of over 400 occupied premises in the
area. Over the past two years property
turnover has been around 15% per annum,
equating to around 270 new residents in the
Greater Wurdale area. Several significant
infrastructure plants are in the area, the
most important being the Barwon Water
Treatment Plant at Wurdi Boluc.
Other infrastructure includes the Australian
Automotive Research Centre, Wurdale Hall
and Fire Station, NBN and Optus communication towers, commercial pine plantations
and the Peter’s Hill fire tower. Three free
camps and three privately owned camps
make the area unique in this respect—if
fully occupied, an additional 600 people
could be in our area.










History, topography, vegetation and prevailing winds in the Greater Wurdale area have shown it to
be an area of high risk, principally for bushfires, but also from storm and drought damage.
On average we have faced a significant fire event every 10 years coupled with an increased annual
summer fire risk.
The impact of climate change has not only the effect of lowering the moisture content of forest and
grass fuels making them more prone to ignition, but also has extended the fire season at both ends of
summer. The potential impact on our community could be considerable. The existing resources and
capacity to respond by the CFA, SES , DEWLP, Forest Fire Victoria and other emergency agencies could
be stretched.
Demographic changes in the Greater Wurdale area over the past 30 years have seen a changing
population. Some of these newer residents may have limited knowledge of the risks, the likelihood of
an event occurring, and the consequences of rural living.
There are no “Designated Bushfire Places of Last Resort” and road access to many properties is
through forested areas on narrow gravel roads.
Other risks; the Wurdi Boluc Water Treatment Plant may generate risks if a catastrophic event
occurred; a livestock or equine disease epidemic is possible which could pose a specific situation.

The Surf Coast Shire council has rated potential risks from emergency events which could impact the Shire:
HIGH RISK
Bushfire - Large
Drought

MEDIUM RISK
Fire - Structural
Heat Health

Landslip
Storm
Earthquake
Human Epidemic/Pandemic

Hazardous Incident
Flood
Communications Breakdown
Pollution
Service Utility Disruption

LOW RISK
Structural Failure - Dam
Uncontained Livestock and
Native Animals

